
Restart Committee Meeting 
August 18, 2020 

 
Minutes 

 
Attendees: 
 
Adina D’Ambola   Sasha Heinz 
Carley Bollard    Debbie Kiraly 
Mike Davison    Margarita Malave 
Lorraine Dillon   Andrea Marmolejos  
Janet Fike    Marissa Newby 
Matt Fernandez   Jason Parenti  
Kathy Galvin    Anne Prenovost 
Diana Garces    Scott Sesnick 
Julie Gardner    Denise Smallacomb 
Erik Hammerdahl   Terry Yanow      

 
 

1. Governor’s Flexibility for Districts That Cannot Meet Requirements 
 
Governor Murphy has determined that, if a district is not ready to reopen in person due to 
being unable to meet the New Jersey Department of Education’s health and safety 
requirements, the district may submit a plan stating what they need in order to open safely.  
If approved by the New Jersey Department of Education, those districts may start remotely 
in September pending completion of the stated health and safety measures that must be 
met. 

 
2. Reopening Plan 

 
The MUJC’s reopening plan is a modified regular plan with all students returning onsite 
if their parents so choose.  Our schedule for students who are onsite at the DLC will be 
8:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. daily.  Students will return home at 1:00 p.m. and will then have 
available asynchronous instruction through Google Classroom in the afternoon if their 
parents choose to access it.   
 

3. Students on Remote Instruction 
 
37 DLC students have chosen to be on a remote instructional program.  Phone calls and 
letters have gone to those parents confirming that they want their child to have a fully 
remote instructional program.  The sending districts’ directors of special services have also 
been contacted requesting their permission for the students to receive a fully remote 
instructional program. 
 
Dr. Julie Gardner described a typical day for students on a fully remote instructional 
program.  The classroom teacher will provide a minimum of 4 instructional sessions each 
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day.  This instruction can be individual or with 2 or 3 other students.  There will be daily 
group sessions with either the teacher or teacher assistant and twice a week with a teacher.  
There will be asynchronous instructional activities on daily living, worksheets, academic 
work, and prerecorded videos with follow-up activities.  If students receive art or music, 
they will receive it once a week.  There will be 3 sessions of adapted physical education.  
For speech, there will be two 30-minute individual sessions and two 30-minute integrated 
sessions.  There will be two 30-minute integrated sessions of occupational therapy.   
 
Parents may choose to switch to an in-person instructional program, but we are requesting 
a 30-day notice period due to transportation and scheduling the student onsite at the DLC.  
Parents may also choose to switch from an onsite instructional program to a fully remote 
instructional program. 
 

4. DLC – New Providence Update 
 

Andrea Marmolejos described how the DLC – New Providence is setting up schedules for 
specials and the use of the playground.  Lunches will be brought to the students in their 
classrooms since the cafeteria will not be used.  Many teachers have been setting up their 
classrooms.  Special events are being planned for September. 
 

5. DLC – Warren Update 
  

Matt Fernandez stated that the DLC – Warren is doing the same things that DLC – New 
Providence has been doing to prepare for our students’ return, including setting up 
classrooms as well as individualized student instructional boxes.  Posters from the CDC 
website are posted throughout the school.  New staff orientation started this week.   
 

6. Meal Update 
 
Lorraine Dillon, assistant business administrator, reiterated that students will be eating 
lunch in their classrooms.  She is working with Maschio’s Food Service on providing meals 
to students who are on a completely remote instructional program.  Each week those 
parents can complete a form by Friday regarding meals for their child, and they will be 
able to pick up five meals each Monday.  The meals will be frozen and will include 
breakfast and lunch.  Anyone who qualified for free and reduced meals will not have to 
pay anything. 

 
7. Other 

 
Anne Prenovost, director of transportation, advised that letters were sent to parents of the 
students that the MUJC transports to inform them of the precautions that we are utilizing 
in transportation.  Hand sanitizer is on all of the buses and the buses are sanitized twice a 
day.  Shields will be put in around the drivers and PPE, such as masks, gloves, gowns, and 
face shields, will be available.     
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Directors of special services have received information regarding students attending DLC 
in person.  Janet advised parents to contact their districts regarding transportation for their 
children to the DLC.   
 
Janet informed everyone that Governor Murphy has just issued Executive Order No. 177, 
which states that, due to the difficulties with our election, the Governor would like to keep 
schools available for voting and, therefore, all public schools in New Jersey are to be closed 
on Election Day.  More information will be forthcoming. 
 
A parent asked what criteria would be used for going back to a regular school day.  The 
MUJC would make that decision based on various criteria.  The Department of Health has 
divided New Jersey into different sections.  DLC – New Providence is in the Central East 
section and DLC – Warren is in the Central West section.  Each section is reviewed by the 
Department of Health each week to define the risk factor for potential infection.  This 
would be one factor that would be taken into consideration.  The Department of Health 
document with this regional matrix was posted on the MUJC’s website on August 13. 
 
Janet will be holding a Town Hall next Monday, August 24, at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom for 
both parents and staff.  This will be the last meeting before school begins on September 2.  
Invitations will be sent shortly and will also be available in the Electronic Book Bag. 
 

Janet thanked everyone on the committee.  Coming back to school is the end of our preparation 
and the beginning of our implementation.  Thank you! 

 
 


